[An epidemiological study of registered cases positive for atypical mycobacteria in the tuberculosis surveillance system].
To carry out a population-based descriptive epidemiological study of registered cases positive for atypical mycobacteria and regarded as tuberculosis at five health centers in east, central, and west areas of Kochi Prefecture. The subjects were 151 cases positive for atypical mycobacteria and regarded as tuberculosis, that had been registered to the five health centers in twelve years between 1990 and 2001. They were selected from the master-files of the tuberculosis surveillance system of the five health centers and analyzed with reference to epidemiological factors input into the some master-files. (1) The mean and the standard variation for age at the registration of the subjects were 68.00 and 11.59 years, respectively, and the male to female sex ratio was 1.60. (2) There was no significant variation among the "rates of registered cases positive for atypical mycobacteria in tuberculosis cases" in the three areas. The mean rate was 13.6 percent in the six years between 1996 and 2001. (3) The affected pulmonary lesions for the cases that had been detected on mass-screening by chest X-ray were smaller in those diagnosed in medical facilities. (4) There was statistically significant variation in the periods of treatment in the three areas, shortest in central, and as well as the periods of the tuberculosis registration. (1) With the aging of Japanese population, the incidence of registered cases positive for atypical mycobacteria and mycobacteriosis cases will increase at admission facilities for aged people in the future. (2) It is recommended that periodic mass-screening by chest X-ray be carried out at facilities in order to diagnose tuberculosis and mycobacteriosis at an early stage. (3) It is necessary to discuss treatment strategies for registered cases positive for atypical mycobacteria in order to increase the efficacy.